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 As many have noticed, it was a very busy 
summer for the district! After a great deal of work, 
the bond construction projects are nearing 
completion. As is typical for large construction 
projects, the work is ahead of schedule in some 
areas and a bit behind in others. However, we’re 
very confident the work will be completed ahead of 
schedule and on budget! 
 
 Here is a re-cap of some of the bond project 
work that is finished, or will soon be completed, 
throughout the district: 
 
 All Buildings: New public 

address/clock/bell systems, 
new classroom doors, improved 
security (buzzers) at main 
entrances, significant increases 
in instructional technology, and 
interior/exterior security cameras. 

 
 High School: Main office relocated to lobby, 

new connector walkway between the first floor 
academic wing and the Career Center. 

 
 Middle School: Redesigned entrance to the 

main office. 
 
 Malcolm High School: Improvements to doors 

and PA system. 
 
 Lincoln Elementary: Redesigned main office/

entrance, improved electrical service, bus loop 
on south end of building, new parking area, and 
new windows. 

 
 Washington Elementary: New office addition, 

improved electrical service, new parking area, 
and new windows. 

 Soo Twp. Elementary: New office addition, 
improved electrical service, new parking area, 
and new windows. 

 
 Further, when the project is completed, our 
school buses will be equipped with GPS and 
security cameras which will allow the district to 
monitor bus and student safety. 
 
 Please note that 
passing a school bus that 
has flashing red lights is 
against the law and can 
be very dangerous for 
students. If you 
approach a bus with its 
lights on, please slow 
down to help ensure the 
safety of our students. 
 
 Open Houses for Lincoln, Soo Twp. and 
Washington Schools will occur when the 
construction projects at those buildings are 
completed. Please watch for announcements from 
those schools with the dates and times of the 
events. The information will also be posted on the 
district calendar at www.saultschools.org  
 
 Parents, if you have any questions regarding 
any aspect of your child’s education, please contact 
his or her principal, or my office at 906-635-6609. 
 
 

NOTES FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Dr. Tim Hall 

Superintendent of Schools 

http://www.saultschools.org/
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SAMS Communication Update 

 Sault Area Middle School is committed to sharing the excellence in education that 
occurs on a daily basis in our classrooms. Please note that SAMS now has a Twitter feed, 
and can be found on Twitter with the username of @SaultMiddle. Exciting events, lessons, 
and news from around our campus is shared. In addition, the SAMS website is under 
construction with many new updates and streamlined pages. We welcome feedback to 
meet your needs as a part of our SAMS family! 

New to SAMS, it’s STEM!  

 STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics) is a new 
elective class at SAMS! Ms. Heather Salmi is the teacher of the new STEM class 
and is excited to be working with our students in these fields.  

 Students have competed in marshmallow challenges to build the tallest 
structure of uncooked spaghetti to support a marshmallow, created marble mazes 
to see who can run a marble for the longest duration of time, and are starting on 
K’Nex rollercoaster engineering. We are excited to see the learning and project-
based learning opportunities that our students are participating in! 

Japanese Visitors 

 On Wednesday, September 30, Washington School hosted some special guests. Middle School students 
from Sault Ste. Marie’s sister city of Ryuo-Cho, Japan visited Washington Elementary. There were fifteen 
students in all, accompanied by their principal, an English teacher, and two school board members. The guests 
visited each classroom, answered students’ questions, and shared about their school experiences back home in 
Japan.  The following are some interesting facts that students 
learned: 

 Ryuo-Cho means “dragon city.” 

 The current time in Ryuo-Cho is thirteen hours later than it is 
here. 

 In Ryuo-Cho schools, boys and girls serve lunch to their 
classmates. 

 Students are also responsible for cleaning the school. 

 Several Sault Area High School parents opened their homes to 
exchange students. Students were greeted by city delegates, toured 
Lake Superior State University, Washington Elementary, Sault 
Middle School, and Sault High School.   

 All students participated in a pep assembly on Wednesday at the 
high school to welcome our guests.  The event culminated with a 
farewell dinner Thursday evening at LSSU.   

 Each year, Sault Ste. Marie and Ryuo-Cho exchange students.  In 
odd number years, Japanese students visit us.  In even number years, 
our students visit Japan.  Students are typically in eighth or ninth 
grade.  This is a wonderful experience for our students.  Families who 
are interested in sending their eighth or ninth grade student in the 
future should contact their school office. 
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Johann Ingold Nature Trail at Soo Township Elementary  

 Soo Township has had a nature trail on the school 
property for many years.  In 1991, the trail was 
dedicated in honor of Johann Ingold,  a former 
superintendent.  Over the years, it has been used by 
many groups and has also been the recipient of 
numerous volunteer hours to keep the trail groomed and 
usable.  Volunteers have also marked many species of 
trees and plants along the trail.  The trail provides a 
wonderful outdoor learning venue for students and even 
includes an area with benches for outdoor learning 
experiences.  We welcome groups and classes to use the 
trail and simply ask that you contact the school to 
reserve use for your desired time. 

Constitution Day 

 September 17, 2015 was Constitution Day.  Students from Sault Area High School had the opportunity to 
participate in activities that were held at the Chippewa County Courthouse.  The day was put together by 
LSSU Professor Carol Andary, staff of the Eastern Upper Peninsula Intermediate School District, The League 
of Women’s Voters, and several members of the Chippewa County Legal Community.  Over 200 students 
were able to better understand their civic duties by seeing firsthand what happens in our legal system. 

 Sault Area High School teachers Mr. Chad Folkersma, Mr. Tim Ellis, and Mr. Joe Dankert were 
instrumental in affording the students with this great opportunity.  This valuable experience concluded with 
closing remarks from Supreme Court Justice Bridget Mary McCormack. 

Geometry in Construction 

 The much anticipated Geometry in Construction class made its debut at Sault Area High School and Ca-
reer Center for the 2015-2016 school year. 

 Led by instructors, Mrs. Becky Arbic and Mr. Josh Gordon, 41 students are learning Geometry in a new  
innovative way this year.  They are following a model that was created in Colorado, which aligns the required 
Geometry curriculum in a hands on, practical learning environment to create a construction project.  This 

year’s project will be a playhouse for a special lit-
tle girl. 

 Students are engaged and excited about what 
they are learning in this environment.  During a 
recent on-site audit by the Michigan Department 
of Education Office of Career Technical Educa-
tion, the consultant from Lansing reported that stu-
dents were asking the instructors, “what are we 
going to do tomorrow”; they were already looking 
forward to what was coming next. 
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Dustin Conley – Middle School Science Teacher - Dustin graduated from Sault Area High School, then con-
tinued his education at Lake Superior State University, where he obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education and minors in Social Studies and Integrated Science.  He is currently endorsed to teach elementary 
as well as grades 6-8 Integrated Science.  Dustin comes to our district from Newberry Elementary School 
where he has been teaching since 2013. Dustin was a 6th grade teacher and actively tutored after school. He 
was also the assistant coach of the high school boys track team.  Dustin was also a former substitute teacher 
for the Sault Area Public Schools.   

Autumn Barr – Middle School Exploratory/Creative Writing and Roving Elementary Art Education 
Teacher - Autumn is a graduate of Sault Area High School and went on to obtain her bachelor’s degree from 
LSSU in Elementary Education with minors in English and Geology/Earth Science.  She is endorsed to teach 
elementary and grades 6-8 English.  Autumn has taught for three years, two years at the Bay Mills Ojibwe 
Charter School and one year in a single-room schoolhouse in Montana. For the past two years, Autumn has 
been a math/reading paraprofessional with the Sault Area Public Schools where she was trained in Leveled 
Literacy Intervention.  She has also substitute taught for our district. 

Mark Armstrong – High School Machine Tools/Industrial Arts Teacher - Mark Armstrong is joining us to 
teach two hours of machining each day.  Mark is employed at Precision Edge Surgical Products as a Senior 
Tech and Group Lead, a position he has held for the past 8 years.  Mark has worked in a wide variety of areas 
in the Machining world.  He brings 31 years of experience to the position.  Mark is a journeyman toolmaker 
and journeyman machine builder, as well as an accomplished CNC machinist.  He attended Macomb Commu-
nity College in the toolmaker apprenticeship program.   

Heather Salmi – Middle School STEM Teacher - Heather  graduated from Lake Super ior  State Univer-
sity in 2005 with her Bachelor's degree in Mathematics and Computer Science. She then continued her educa-
tion at Northern Michigan University and received a Master's in Education Administration.  Heather has been 
a teacher and an Assistant Principal during her last ten years at Pickford Public Schools. 

Jodie Bergeron – Grade 5 Soo Township Elementary – Jodie is a graduate of LSSU, where she obtained her 
Bachelor’s degree is Elementary Education with a minor in English/Sociology.  She continued her education at 
Marygrove College, receiving her Master’s degree in teaching.  She comes to us from Pickford Public Schools, 
where she most recently taught grade 5 and had been with Pickford for 13 years.  

Jessica Rondeau – Middle School Principal – Jessica earned her Bachelor’s degree from Western Michigan 
University majoring in secondary education/history with a minor in social sciences. She then earned a Master’s 
degree in Education Administration/School Principalship from Central Michigan University. Jessica then went 
on to earn an Ed. Specialist degree in teaching and learning from Liberty University.  She is currently working 
on her Ed. Doctorate in Educational Leadership at Liberty University and expects to have this completed by 
the end of the first semester.  Mrs. Rondeau comes to us from Junction City, Kansas where she has been an 
assistant principal at the middle school for the past four years.  She was also formerly an instructional coach at 
a school in Savannah, Georgia for three years as well as a high school history teacher for two years prior.   

Cynthia McKee – Lincoln School Part-time Special Education Resource Room Paraprofessional – Cindy 
has been subbing as a paraprofessional for the Sault Area Public Schools through PESG since 2011.  She has 
done an excellent job in her substitute assignments and has been a preferred sub for our staff. She has also 
done long term special education substitute jobs in the district. 

Thomas Nelson – Maintenance & Custodial Supervisor - Tom has worked for  Sault Schools for  nineteen 
years. During his tenure with the district he has worked as a bus driver, custodian, grounds keeper, and mainte-
nance staff. In these roles he has worked at each of our six school buildings, administration building, and bus 
garage. Tom has always risen to the challenge when called in for an emergency project, to sub for a co-worker, 
or to assist with coordinating snow plowing. His has extensive knowledge and genuine concern for our district.  
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Tara Dodge – Soo/Washington Part-time Elementary Roving Art Education Teacher - Tara is a gradu-
ate of Western Michigan University majoring in Art Education.  She continued her education at Northern 
Michigan University receiving a master’s degree in secondary education. Tara taught for the Sault Area Pub-
lic Schools for 11 years in Art Education. She returns to the classroom after taking time off to start her family.   

Sheri Theobald – Lincoln School Playground Supervisor & After School Activity Supervisor – Sheri is a 
native of Sault Ste. Marie, who has been living in New Mexico for the past several years. Her employment in 
New Mexico was in the banking industry. Sheri has a first grader attending Lincoln Elementary and is looking 
forward to working at the school her son attends.  

Katie Chipman-Bergsma – Malcolm High School Paraprofessional/Tutor – Katie earned an Associate’s 
degree from Lansing Community College, as well as a Bachelor’s degree in Psychology from Central Michi-
gan University.  Her former employment has provided her significant experiences which will serve the needs 
of Malcolm students tremendously.    

Sonja Colegrove – Lincoln School Grades 3-5 Math/Reading Paraprofessional – Sonja obtained her bach-
elor’s degree from Western Michigan University majoring in Elementary Education and minoring  in Creative 
Arts/Family Life.  She has been a substitute teacher for several years throughout our area and has done several 
long-term substitute jobs for Sault Schools. 

Jessica Earns – Sault Area Middle School Grade 8 ELA Teacher - Jessica graduated from Sault Area 
High School and continued her education at LSSU, where she obtained a Bachelor’s degree in English Lan-
guage and Literature. From May of 2013, Jessica has been a substitute teacher in many of the area schools. 
Most recently, Jessica has successfully completed long team subbing opportunities at Sault High and Soo 
Township Elementary.  

Nancy Larsen – Part-time Title I Teacher Servicing St. Mary’s Elementary School -  Nancy is not new 
to the Sault Area Public Schools.  She retired from the district in June 2015, and  is very excited at the possi-
bility to work part-time at St. Mary’s Elementary in the Title I Program.   

Emily Darling – Administration/Middle School/Transportation Secretary - After  completing high 
school, Emily pursued a Bachelor of Science in Legal Assistant Studies from Lake Superior State University. 
Emily and her husband Mike own Darling Concrete for which she does all of the accounting for the business 
including accounts payable, invoicing, payroll, and reporting. Now that their youngest daughter is entering 
kindergarten at Soo Township, Emily is ready to return to the work force and is very excited to become a part 
of the Sault Schools team. 

Cara DeNuccio – Washington School Intervention Specialist - Cara has a Bachelor ’s degree from Boston 
College in English and a Master’s degree in Social Work from Wayne State University.  She was a math/
reading paraprofessional at Washington Elementary School and has been employed by the Sault Area Public 
Schools since January of 2011.   

Rebecca Goodearl – High School English Teacher - Rebecca graduated from Central Michigan Univer-
sity, where she obtained a Bachelor’s degree in Education with a major in Speech and Communication and a 
minor in English.  She is currently endorsed to teach Grades 6-12 English and Speech.  Rebecca comes to our 
district with one year of experience, as she taught English and Drama at Richmond Community Schools.  

Jennifer France – Grade 1 Washington Elementary - Jennifer  is a graduate of Sault Area High School.  
She continued her education at LSSU, where she obtained her Bachelor’s degree in Elementary Education 
with a minor in Group Science. She is currently working on her Master’s degree from Northern Michigan 
University as a reading specialist.  Jennifer worked  for the Sault Area Public Schools since 2002 - 2005 as a 
playground supervisor.  During this time, she was also a volunteer elementary basketball coach, cheerleading 
supervisor and Girl Scout leader.  Jennifer has helped our school district in the past, filling several long-term  
substitute positions. 
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Gary Herschell, Jr. – Transportation and Maintenance Coordinator - Gary was employed by our  dis-
trict as a CTE Teacher and worked full-time in the summer at Lake Superior State University in the Physical 
Plant as a Structural Mechanic. Gary's education, skill set, and work experience were noted by all members of 
the interview committee as strengths that made him the best candidate for the position. While we are very sad 
to see him leave the classroom, we are happy to have him advance his career with us and remain a part of the 
Sault Schools team. 

Baige Bell – Sault Area Middle School Grade 7 ELA Teacher - Baige graduated from Traverse City 
Central High School. She continued her education at Grand Valley State University, where she obtained a 
Bachelor’s degree in English Education and History. While at GVSU, Baige was afforded the opportunity to 
teach ESL in Language Arts through a GVSU Faculty led program in Maastricht, Netherlands. Some of 
Baige’s educational experiences include: Upward Bound, Student Teacher (Grand Rapids Union High School), 
Teacher Assistant (Grandville Middle School) and HS Volunteer Assistant Softball Coach. Since April of 
2015, Baige has been substitute teaching at various schools in the greater Grand Rapids Area.  

 

Non-Traditional Students In Welding 

 This year, Mr. Rambo’s welding class is happy to have four-
teen young ladies who have signed up for the class to learn a skill 
in one of the fastest growing industries in the state of Michigan and 
the nation as a whole.  Individuals who graduate in a high skill, 
high demand profession can expect high wages in the workplace.  
Currently there is great demand for welders.  Many of our gradu-
ates have gone on to pursue careers and higher education in this 
rapidly growing industry.  Welding is a career choice that does not 
require a college degree, however many post-secondary institutions 
offer programs in the 
field. Welding educa-
tion can last from a 

few months to a few years, and involves math, science, physics, 
metallurgy, and theory as well as hands-on practice.  

 Working in the welding industry is a lifelong learning pro-
cess. According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the average age 
of workers in the skilled trades - including welders - is 58 to 60 
years old. In the next five to ten years, many of these workers will 
leave the workforce and will need to be replaced.  We know where 
they can find several great candidates to fill that role.  Come see 
what CTE has to offer! 

Volunteer Sends Hats & Mittens to Lincoln Students 

 For the last fifteen years, Lincoln School has received multiple boxes filled with hand-
knitted hats and mittens from Bernice Young, who lives in Gulfport, MS. Bernice’s scout 
troop knits and donates them in memory of Harvey Young Jr. who was killed by a drunk 
driver. Harvey attended Lincoln in the early 1970s. 

 It is amazing that Bernice continues to do this and consistently remembers the children 
of Lincoln School! 
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History Educator Award 

 Arthur Brood, 4th grade teacher at Lincoln Elementary School, was awarded the Annette and Jim 
McConnell History Educator Award for Excellence in Teaching History. This is an award presented to only 
one elementary teacher and one secondary teacher in the State of Michigan. It is quite an honor just to be 
nominated and a significant accomplishment to be awarded such a prestigious award. The award was 
presented at the Annual Michigan Council of History Educator’s conference in Grand Rapids on October 9, 
2015. 

 Mr. Brood was nominated by Sheri McFarlane, Principal of 
Lincoln Elementary School, for a unit Mr. Brood developed about 
Michigan’s Automotive History. The unit of study developed by Mr. 
Brood is a series of lessons and hands on activities focusing on the 
Model T and the early assembly line of the Ford Motor Company. Mr. 
Brood makes his lessons come to life with the use of his half scale 
Model T and students actually participating in an assembly line. The 
end product of the student assembly line is a wooden Model T for each 
participating student.  He has been invited by many districts across the 
region and state to do school presentations on this topic.  

 Being the recipient of the Annette and Jim McConnell History Educator Award for Excellence in 
Teaching History is just one of Mr. Brood’s many accomplishments. He has also authored two children’s 
books. The Mud Hole and Snow Car are children’s historical fiction stories with an emphasis on automotive 

history. He sometimes refers to himself as “Author Arthur.” He has 
been a regular presenter with Macomb County ISD through the Author, 
Specialist, Knowledge (ASK) Program as well as to the schools across 
the state. Both of his books are available through Amazon.com. 

 Outside of Mr. Brood’s involvement in education, he is involved 
with his church and serves as chairman of the Planning and Zoning 
Committee for Kinross Township. He loves road trips he has taken 
with his wife Karen and two daughters to all 48 of the continental 
United States with a focus on National Parks.  

Annual PowderPuff Game 

 Members of Business Professionals of America kicked off Homecoming 2015 week in style with the 33rd 
annual Powderpuff football game held at AJ VanCitters Field. 

 The weather was perfect for the capacity crowd who came out to cheer on the 20 Junior Girls and the 36 
Senior Girls and watch them play to a 32 to 0 win for the Seniors. In addition to the fans in the stands, a talent-
ed group of young men took on the role of cheerleading, keeping the crowd entertained for the game. The 
coaches were members of the Varsity Football Team, assisted by a variety of student and community volun-
teers as chain gang members, referees, and linesmen.   

 This tradition began with the 
graduating class of 1983.  All pro-
ceeds from the event go to support the 
popular Business Professionals of 
America youth organization of the 
Sault Area Career Center. Several of 
our Sault Area High School & Career 
Center staff are alumni of the game.  
It is a great way to kick off Home-
coming week and it is a wonderful 
community event.   
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NOTICE 

Sault Area Public Schools policy prohibits discrimination because of 
race, color, national origin, sex, religion, or disability.  Any person who 
believes he or she has been discriminated against in any activity should 
immediately contact the Compliance Officer at Sault Ste. Marie Area 
Public Schools, 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, 
Telephone 906-635-6609. 
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NOTICE 

Under the No Child Left Behind Legislation governing federally funded 
education programs, parents may contact the Sault Area Public Schools 
administration office for information on the education and certifications of 
teachers and paraprofessionals who work with their children.  The office is 
located at 876 Marquette Avenue, Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783, Telephone 
635-6609. 

 
Sault Area Public Schools 

876 Marquette Avenue 
Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
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SAULT AREA CAREER CENTER  2015-2016 CLASS OFFERINGS 

 
Each year the Sault Ste. Marie Area Public School District offers Career and Technical Education Programs at Sault Area Career Center.  These 
programs are designed to prepare youth for a broad range of employment and training services and are offered under the guidance of certified 
teachers, counselors, and a work based learning coordinator.  The following is a list of programs being offered this year and criteria for admission. 

 
Program    Criteria for Admission 

       Automotive Technology   10th grade status 
       BMMT Financial Marketing   11th grade status 
       BMMT Accounting    10th grade status 
       BMMT Administration    10th grade status 
       BMMT Information Technology   10th grade status 
       Geometry in Construction   10th grade status 
       Health Science     10th grade status 
       MT Welding     10th grade status 
       MT Machining     10th grade status 
       Drafting Technology    10th grade status 
       Construction Technology   10th grade status 
       Work Based Learning    11th or 12th grade status 
       Co-op      related CTE class 
       Less than Class Size    Minimum GPA, interview process 
 
 
All career and technical education programs follow the district’s policies of nondiscrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin 
or ancestry, gender, age, disability, height, weight or marital status in all programs, activities, and employment.  In addition, arrangements can be 
made to ensure that the lack of English language skills is not a barrier to admission or participation.  
 

For general information about these programs, contact: 
 Jo Anne Lussier, Sault Area Career Center Director  
 904 Marquette Avenue 
 Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
 (906) 635-3839 extension 5901 

Inquiries regarding nondiscrimination policies should be 
directed to: 
 Human Resources Office 
 876 Marquette Avenue 
 Sault Ste. Marie, MI 49783 
 (906) 635-3839 extension 5001 


